" SPECTACULAR CAREER OF CONFEDERATE WAR SPY

T the present moment thers arel

in the possession of the Chambar-

lnin of the city of New York two

canvas bass which contain $5.000

in gold. This fortone is waiting

for the helrs or next of kin o

L.eng Gantier to come forward and claim

It, but unless some one can be found who

.an tol] who this René Gentier was it ks

nnlikely that the beirs will ever be discor-

srad apd the money will evenimally be

sechested to the State and turned over to
ha State Treasurer at Alhany.

Ront Gautier was 4 Frenchman who

spersted as a spy for the Confederste

rovernment during the War of thy Re

bellion. and the story of his caveer, ne it|

hns besn unearthed by Investizators who
Save besn trrins fo find fhe lesitimae|
Astmants tn what he left, reads like -Iha\"|
s a character in a “shilling shotker" -
sa8 ham somewhers in France, but the)
syact location of the plare cannot be giv-|
an, bacanse litile or nothing is known of
3le enrly life or of hi= family.” Infact, it iz
not even certain that “Gautier” was his
richt pame. He torned np in New York]
ic the summer of 1884 nnd presented him-
eslf, ynrecommeonded. tn a hoarding honses
lapt by Mma Sophie Pleateer at No |
19257 Brosdwar. She taok-him withont
question az s Todzer. The (nct that hs,
wvas a Frenchman was recommendation
enongh. Townrd the ather lodgers the
naw boarder was st xll times friendly, T--‘.-I
never intimate, nad they knew him only|
s p pleszant mennered and intellloent]
man who was Interested In a natent |
something of the kind. He did vot work |
it e hnd nlents of moner. nevarthelpes !

Mme. Plegteer. In (he war of most
Inndindiez, war inquisitive ahont hor new
boarder and in & tectfal manner she sot
abeut finding out something definlte ron-
comning his past. She learned that he was |
widower whrse wife %ad dled two vears
hefore be arrived in Xew Yark, and a hiid
had also died previous to his lesving
France. He was, he mald. twenty-nire
vears old. His renson for coming to this
ronntry was to dispose of the Americsn
rights to a new French invention for the
manufsetnring of an execellont imitation
of stained glass at a very reasomnble
Figwre.

Br war af digreasion he $014 her that a
brother of his had been killed by a bomb|
explosion that wns part of an nttempt|
on the Jifa of Lovis Napoleon in 1848 ’
Begides the knowledge that ha was in
correspondence with 2 sister who wax Jiv- |
ing in Paris, these were all the fncts that)
Mme Pieatesr was able to obtain eom-|
cerning him. Wis statement in :';.\_-_-'r:rz’;|
to a patent was trnthfnl, thonsh she Imdl
no means of verifring it at the fime. Tt
bas elnce beon lenrned, however, that he
neagatinted with a company in Boston for
the gule of the patent nnd made an agres
ment the terms of which provided that he
was fo rocelve for it $5.000. Omne-half
of this sum was to be peid to him aon
Jenuvary 1. 1585, and the other half on
Mur 1 of the same yopr.

When the new year came aronnd be
received the first payment from Bostan

Reforme;l;.i;hk“ﬁu}glar, Reared in L

BECORDED as one of the most

lesperste bank and post office

burglars that ever blasted a safe,

a mag koown to the awthorities

the eonntry over as “Gentleman
Sam” js now holding & responsible posi-|
Hon in a New York hotel his reforma-
tion, according to himsell and friends, full
and complete. Sam, as he will be called
bere, has huried his past and ‘he many
sliases under which he operated so ef-|
fectually that even ihe police, who "o re-
lentlesely pursned him for years, are
saper to give him a chance to pro7e that
be intends to stiek to the straight and |
ssrrow path, and guard genlously the/
secret of Sis identity.

The reformed bank hurglar and slayer|
—for he onee killed a man while seeking
to esespe from = posse that pursued him
—is mow anployed by a big botel within
a stone’s throw of Broadway. There he
was found by the writer a fow days sgo
in the act of sssigning a new arrival to]
the room he had just engaged.

“A jong term in prison couvinced me," |
Sam said when comforiably seated at 2
table, with o sparkiing glass of mineral
water before him, “that honesty &= the,
best policy, after 2l T have, first and
last. handled thovsunds of dollars all of
which until & vear ago, 7 got by sharp
pravtice or by violence. When 1 nesded
money I never permitied nny ohstacle to
siand between me and its acquisition. 1T
it was necessgry to knock a mun on the
head to strip him of kis wallet 1 promptly |
and unhesitatingly delivered the blow if
it was pecessary to tesort fo evim ‘more|
violent tactics ¥ still went ahead with
the job—but I always got the money. |
That was the parsmonunt issue, and in
those days 1 needed lots of it, for it
was ‘come easy, go easy,” and I alwsys
was regarded az 1 big spender. !

“But those days are dead and buried
now, and 1 don't want to reesll them.
You kmow my record as well as [ do, so
what's the use of my atrempting to re-
Jate to you what you alrendy know? You
would only think I was trying |» cover
up or prove that there were eiunu:mm!|
circumstancss surrounding my octs.
will tell yoo this much, bowever. 1 wis|
the som of wealthy parents 1 was|
reared in lnxury and was never denicd a
thing I ecraved. Moner was
upon e, and as I Jook back upon it 2ow
that spems the canse of my downfall
Eduoeated st fashionable private schools
and later at one of the big Eanstern col-
Jeges, T was gradnated—to learn that I
bad been pampered and spoiled, snd when
I walked forth to what I expected to be)

Iavished

found my father had been stripped of|
his fortune. Evidently thers was sume-{
thing  lacking in wy moral stamisa, for]

below Ehat stratum in which 1 had heen

|go easily, surely

tample thun T conld furnish you offhand.”

pot oy a

lemart thief,

$4000 in gold, which at that time was
almost eguivelent to $2.000, because gold
was at 2 premiam, Mme Pieateer kacw
that the money had come to him, but be
did not tell bEer its sonree, and her curi-
osity was further aronsed when ha told
her that he espected ancther sum of
maney 1 sk m o =sid that :af!-'."
reciving the second sum he would e
turn to Paris and wonld make his bome

with hils sistern

- monihs

when 1 realized that it was necossary for
nin even a|'

me to go to work in order o B
modest livelibood the thought was so T

yolting that 1 loafed and mooned around

wmtil I found myseclf & heppar—penniless,
but with an appetite and craving forall I
once had possessed.

“Naturally. with sach principles it wsull
an easy step into circled of society far

reared. T avoided my old-time aseocigtes
and sough. new friends, mnds ia the
underworld. The men I met there, who,
1 was told, were reaping Tiarvests by ne—[
farions means, most certainly were no|
smarter than L If they conld get money!
I conld do fikewise, and
this T determined to do, and that speedily.
Well, it came my way, evén ensivr than
and befnre long 1 was
in funds agsin. but somehow I had mno
ipclination o Jead a double [fe I:I
would have heen an easy matter for me
to disappear and stay away until T had
replenished my puarse; and then reappear
amons my old vollege friends and hold up
my end with the most alfiuent of tuem,
But since T had chosen a life of crime 1
concluded that I would cultivate a new
cirele of friends, and they must all be of
the same ilk—eriminals jost ss deft as
wirself, It's all over now, thank Heaven,
go T shan't tell ou of the years that fol-
lowed. Any well regulated police head-
quarters in this country can give you data
rareer fuller and more

T had suppased,

bearing on my

“Gentleman Snm™ in police parlance was |
“had lot,™ but an exeeptionally|
When he elected a career|

of erime Lie fell in with a number of sec-
ond story men and sneak thieves in Bow-
ery reunrts, and in a few weeks he wns
one of the mast active in their ¢lan, He
prespered, but, ns he later told a detec-
tive, he found this line of adventure mo’
rifted from ibeir ranks inm!

tame, 30 be d

those of yesgmen, with whom he had
made one or two successiul sorties om
post office and small town bank safes. |
As n yooo Sam proved an insf:m-!

tANeNUS SUCCESS,

Realizging that the ripest fields were in
the South, he made a trip throogh Vip
ginla and West Virginin, and as a con-
seqipnes 1 of wrecked safes was|
left in his wake, ‘I'he hont for this ]julei
there were only four in it—
grew =o hot that they left the balmy air
of the Southland for Lthe more ri;;r;rn:_ml
clime of Canada, where they continned!

umolested, {
]

trai]

band—for

their t'rIIu-l_'-_i[_.. G

Bot Sam was deomed to retarn in |
ww gaise. for the adventores he met with)
on that trip resilted

i From

the grasp of the angry posse,
i

that pursued after he had
itk watidirs

he got the initial payment he left her
boarding konse and moved to that kept
by Mr. Addison P. Swmith, at No. 219
West Forty-cighth strest, Not long
sfter this he called at the office of Will-
inmm 8. Charnley, & broker, doing business
at No. 34 Wall sireet, and arranzed to

bouds. By Fehry 10 the bichker had

sold him $7.000 worth.
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Standing Over the Prostrate Body, Sent Several Shots Into It

long incsrceration in geison, awaiting the | had enough funds left after his farewell elect, and bolors auus darys hai elapsad] 0

tria] which proved a figsco.
Having explorad the banks amd post

offices of the Sonth and North, Sam

e would go: West and seek an entirely

uxury

T

feast to afford a first cluss ticket on a/bis opernticus for the innpedinte future 4.0 1wo remaining on the outside

fas

Service
Rend

under
coveryr made him very Dervous.

But immedistely 3{ter§ It was about this time that the Secret| It so happened that a2 brother of Gan-

, ‘Who Once An

S,

maiion that
Craulier, Wiy o
From then en they olosely watched hislTe arrived there on Saturday, February
mail. | 14, 1865,

L

movemenis &nd !
| Gantier was a clever mian and it did not rival every one in the borrding honze kmew! the dear. and. finding it locked, he bat-|

in his shooti i % : Ividently
in hig shooting his elactid a new itinerary. He decided that| Evidently
ful
sbut, down B new Tiell for Lis penling operanons. bim, for he was royally
Chicago's eriniual’ tubichs

and o

1, his ulfimate canture snd| gyg. wae essily necomplished; for he mill' the inper circle of

gents

which

intercepted

he was lving

his

of the govermucut at Consequently the agent went to New York
Washington became possessed of mfor-(from Washington ostensibir to spend a

led them o saspeci
Counfederala

' buy torough Charnley some government| take him leng to discover the scrutiny|that a
This dis-|d=t the brother's ronl

to lenrn this fact was the young French-lextinet. There wers two wounds in fhe
man, Gautier, and he was so affected by|budy, one in the head =nd snother in the

that| month's

/

As He Rushed in He Found Gautier Lying Across the Bed. Lile Was Extinct

the news that he seclinded himself In his
roem, [e did net come down to supper

ter's new laundlord, Addisom P. Smith,
was a2 Secret Service agent, and advantage
was tsken of this relationship to get a
better line on the suspected man's actions

&t say Gme during " e night
time came Sunday morming, bat still he
remained closeted, and then toward nooa
came the sound of two pistol shots from
behind his door. Every one in the hoase
immediately mads f:- hi= room. The Se
coet Service man - the first to .each

home of his
gtreat house.

vacation at the
brother in the Forty-=izhth

Only a fox hours afrter his ar-

Secret Service man was living un-/tered it down. As he rushed in he fornd

Among the first Gantier Iying across the bed. Life was

on Saturday evening, nor did he come out
Breakiast

Etm.-m A smokiag revolver had slipped
ifrom his right hand and lay oG the floor.
and beside him on a chair lay two baga
Ic sataining more than $4,000 in gold

| Some of the above facts were brought to
ilight at the Coroner's inquest, which was
‘beld one week sfter the smicide, but others
were discovered only receatly when de-
!tectiw.s unearthed the ulmest forgotten
{case and found new evidence. Beafors the
'body was buried search was started for
jrolatives of the dead man, bur nothing
jeame of it. _io one was found them or
isince who hed a legitimate clsim to the
cash that was lound beside the body, and
when . became apparent that no one
would bs traced, at Ienst for some’ time,
the Public Administrror took charge of
his effects. After funeral expenses and
other bills wers paid there still remained

._!‘5..337. This sum was banked and has
@ increased materially during the interven-

fuz vears. The Boston ecompany which
had bought Gautier’s patent. gaifed by
his denth, for when the second payment
jMI dne, there was no anthorized person
tn reesive 7. Bhonld the man's helrs aver
be found a larze sum cam be collected by
them from this company tor the use of the
stained glass process since 1888

The fact that the rovernment's Seeret
|Sc_-ﬁce agenin had heen on his trail was
Inot made publie at the time of Gantier's
death, Publicity was something to be
ayoided, beenuse they wanted to trap the
|persons with whom the mazn Bad been co-
operating. The letters in the serles that
he had been receiving at Smith's boanding
house, and which had been intereepied,
jwere all unsigned snd were postmarked
‘nt Philadelphia. Paris, Troy, Now
York, Montreal and other piaces, but the
\svidence that they furnished had not quits
leanstituted grounds on which to base his
arrest. For a week or so after he killed
himself, they coptinued & arrive at kis
Forty-sighth street address, and cessed
without the anthorities having baen able
to identify or trace their senderm. Thus
all chanees of finding odt who Gantier
was were ended In so far as that lige of
investisntion was coneerned.

The search for his sister o other halre
has been carriad on extensively in France.
Many families b=ariny the name Gautier
have been canvessed and many church and
municipal records have been pone over,
but these efforts have not been fruftfol
The mystery surrounding his identity is
ae moek a mystery to-dsy ss it was on
Fehruary 15. 1985. Who was he: Whe
and whers are his heire? Whe wen the
persons with whom be was in communl-
caion gs g epy?

NEET WEEK.

Ths missing Desmond family. Dan.
fel J. Desmond, Papal Comgul, disd
leaving $20,000. His family moved
to New York from Philadeliphia, but
the estate has never been settled be-
causs his dsughter, who kad possss-
sion of the will, dropped out of sight.
Six other members of the family kava
also mysteriously disappearsd.

£ train to Chicazo

liis reputation s & s‘h:‘::\‘:r«rt‘l! led the loohing of a clitin of smyll
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hoards into his jtchiny palms, and ba
was well supplied with money when he
retarned (o Chicage. Poshing his way
forther Wast, he et with agoal suevess,
ontil the old lmging for Broadway over
eam¢e him, and he decided to return to the
East, He went as far as Buffalo; de-
cided to stop aver there g day or two fo
meot saveral old eronies, and this proved
hi= nndoing

The men he met in Buffale besseched

K3 u bim to join them in a little bank fob not
“ t- far gaway, aod they zove him sach glow-
ﬁI'* v ing acconnt: of the big amonunt of rioney
{ reposing In its strong hox that he yielded

; and decided to pestpone his visit to New

pp this “ensy mener™ snd thus reinforce
the al-eady biz sum bhe had “planted™ snd
| with which ha had expected to dawsle his
gld New York friends,

| In discussing this raid. Sam beaseched
{he writsr mut fo mention the mame of
the town where the most thrilling =nd
| at the same time the most dastardly deed
in Eis life of crime was execnted

l *“*There are several men in that fown
whose f2ith in me Is unbornded,™ Sam
siid.  “In faer, two of them made it
possible for me to get the pasition I am
gow holding, and ¥ am sfrall if they sce
what von intend] to write abowt me they
will think 1 am either yearniog for the
old life or e¢ie 1 am beasting about it..
Thoy moy withdraw theiy interest in mé,
and Heaven knows I don’t want to fall
§ | back in the old waye”

| 1In any ovent Sam and UiE cronies went
ts the little town in the upper part of
{New York State and close to the Cana-
|dian bonder. They reconnoitred and
|fosnd the surroundiags jost as advan-
| tnecons for the robbery of the tank and
rtilo.—ir flight as they had Been told.  Ae-
eonditions wore

f
]
L]
- Il Y -rk for a few days that he might pick

cording 1o Sam, 1l

denl™ and everything lonked so “easy”
“it seomed Lke a

| that. as Te exprosse] L
shame fto fake the money.™

Sqm wae an expert “safe man™ He
intricacies of making
and applring esplosives, and he al=o was
| deft with the drill apd jimmy, It was
| wall toward three o'clork on the moming
‘of a dreary and murky November duy.
Not & soul was stirring, even the town
watélynan heving turned into = shelrer-

had mastered the

ing haven to eseape the murk and chiiling
[’f- ez The hank was not w ired with bor
:Ig".t;' alarms, =0 ingress was simply a
| guestion of fimmsine a rear window.
Sam was (ke first to seramble through

o opening, oue man gecompanying him

e
:

to do

were mupped out.  This pregramn: i

pleket duts
1t reauived bint one blast nf the nitro-

dreerine to senid the disor of the =afe

rendily yiclded o respeclide aml in a twinkiing e strong

The upre Guoz)

j—

swered the Call of the Underworld

box was exposed. with s board of
gresnbacks and gohl. There, hefore them,
lay $87.000, : :d there wss none to say
them nas!

The money was goickly transferred
| from the safe to the pockats of the yegy-
imn. and “Gentleman Sam" scrambled
{ throngh the window with more money in
lis pessession than he had ever had at
any ome time before,

As Sam and his inside confederate stunk
from bevond the shadow of ths bank
they noticed that the “zay eate™ or look-
onts, had disappeared. This did not
necessarily alarm them, althongh they
thomeht it stranges. Thay kad procesded
bat one short block from the bank when
a shot rang ont, and Sam's compamion
sank gwith a groan, a boillet having
pieread his arm. He was quiekly on hiz
feet again, however, and be rnd Sam
simultaneonsly drew fhelr revelvers and
stood ready to fire the moment the per
son who had just shot showed himself.
Ther kad not long to walt, for a bead
peered from behind a sheltering eorner,
and as a little spit of flame belchad from
it swner's revolver S8am and his com-
panion hoth fired. Then for a few min-
utes a lively fusilinde of shote followed,
{and s the man who bad sarprised the
f)‘ﬂ:g‘men fell writhing with a bnliet in
his groin Sam and his fallow yeggp mn
to his side and, standing over the pros-
trate body, sout several shots inte it It
‘was afterward leammed that spy one of
those shots wonld lave proved fatal

By this time scores of men came rume
‘ning from all directlons, and sl were
{armed.  Shot followed shot, and Ram and
his confederate sped through the streets
to the ontskirts of the town, and both
wers slightly woended more than once
i's the ballets that mained in their wake
| Despite this Landicap, Sam's compaunion
|eseaped. Left in the fmrch, Bam quickly
-r:uIm«led his two revoilvers and, taking
refuge in an old barn, stood off the posse
1nntil at an anspicions moment h» made
la break for the open and sped to the rail
[ rend tracks, where he guickly disappeared
down = steep embamkment sad thence
into a dense thicketl,

His reformation, he asserts, was ef-
|focted while in prison, and he sow de-
elares that nething could tempt him to
|transgress in the slizhtest degree, since
he has never Epown what real happiness
land contentment were ustil be found he
was able to earn an hanest Hying.

He is marricd pow, and his wife and
fittle girl adore him. He syeam that
he told his sweotheart evg : s
|nected with his past bej
her eomsent to muarey b
implivit  faith in him
his little gir! are
whiel will over di
path of righteousnes

for



